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Howell Public Schools (HPS), like many of our fellow Michigan districts, has studied the work of Dr. Robert Marzano and other educational 
consultants.  In his book What Works in Schools: Translating Research into Action, Marzano points to the necessity of school districts 
having a “guaranteed and viable curriculum.” Marzano stresses the importance of everyone in the school community understanding what 
skills will be taught for mastery at each grade level, and then guaranteeing that happens.  Using this research, our district has undertaken the 
task of creating an aligned curriculum that prepares students to successfully meet the academic rigors of Michigan’s Grade Level Content 
Expectations (GLCEs). 
 
During the 2008-09 school year small groups of teachers worked under the guidance of curriculum consultants and HPS administrators to 
study the core content curriculums of English, math, science and social studies.  Through professional development efforts, these groups 
learned to identify subsets of fundamental, non-negotiable content expectations that require a higher degree of mastery than the other 
expectations within the content area.  HPS has chosen to call these fundamental, non-negotiable content expectations for each grade level 
subject “Essential Skills”.  Teacher groups then assigned a recommended number of lessons, per quarter, needed to successfully teach each 
GLCE, thus securing the curriculum as viable.  Vocabulary, a researched component to uniform student achievement, was identified by 
quarter (nine-week sessions).  Examples of formative assessments were provided for each expectation, with the creation of uniform 
summative assessments to follow the final approval of this document.  Upon completion of draft essential skills for each subject, the teacher 
groups used supporting MDE documents to align their chosen skills horizontally for grades kindergarten through eight.    
 
The essential skills found within this document were then piloted in the 2009-2010 school year, with our teaching staff providing on-going 
feedback on the document during this pilot.  At the conclusion of each semester the original teacher groups re-assembled under the guidance 
of educational consultants and HPS administration to review the edit suggestions.  These steps culminated in revisions and a secure 
document that will remain fluid. 
 
It should be noted that as a subset of Michigan’s Grade Level Content Expectations, the overall number of expectations identified as 
essential skills is smaller than the total articulated within the State’s course expectation documents. This is the intentional result of a process 
that asked teacher leaders to identify fundamental content expectations that require a higher degree of mastery than others included within 
the discipline.  Expectations that were not considered fundamental to the success of all students are not included in this document, but may 
be found on the MDE web site at http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-28753_33232---,00.html  



Standard or GLCE Language                                                                                                                   Reading 
Lessons

Writing
Lessons

Students will . . . . 21 21

R.WS.00.01 

demonstrate phonemic awareness by the 
wide range of sound manipulation 
competencies including sound blending 
and deletion.

Change the sounds of words by 
changing letters that can make new 
words(Ex.:  hat, cat)

Y MLPP, teacher 
observation

R.WS.00.04

use grapho-phonemic (letter-sound) cues 
to recognize a few one-syllable
words when presented completely out of 
context. Begin to associate letters and 
sounds, particularly initial and final 
consonants.

Use letter sounds to recognize 
simple words. Y MLPP, teacher 

observation

R.WS.00.06
make progress in automatically 
recognizing a few of the 220 Dolch basic 
sight words.

Recognize with ease a few basic 
sight vocabulary words. Y Teacher observation, 

DRA, MLPP

R.WS.00.08

narrow possibilities in predicting words 
using initial letters/sounds
(phonics), patterns of language (syntactic), 
and picture clues (semantic).

Use the first letter of words, a word 
that would make sense, or the 
picture to figure out an unknown 
word when reading.

Y Teacher observation, 
DRA, MLPP

W.GN.00.01 particularly initial and fi nal consonants. Write a brief personal story using 
pictures, words, and/or sentences. Y Teacher observation, 

writing prompt

Quarter 1

rhyme
experiences
main idea
detail
briefly
beginning consonant
ending consonant
letter/sound
relationship
vowel sounds
author
magazine
photographer
picture book
table of contents
picture dictionary
order of events
retell

Standard or         
GLCE #

What this means: Q 
Examples of
Formative

Assessments
Vocabulary

Essential Skills Taught throughout the Year

 



Standard or GLCE Language                                                                                                                   Reading 
Lessons

Writing
Lessons

Students will . . . . 21 21

Quarter 1

Standard or         
GLCE #

What this means: Q 
Examples of
Formative

Assessments
Vocabulary

Essential Skills Taught throughout the Year

 

W.PR.00.03

draft focused ideas using semi-phonetic 
spelling to represent narrative and 
informational text when writing, 
incorporating pictures, and drawings

Spell words based on how they 
sound when writing and add pictures 
and drawings that fit the strory.

Y Teacher observation, 
writing prompt

W.HW.00.01 form upper and lowercase manuscript 
letters.

Write upper- and lowercase letters 
correctly. Y Teacher observation, 

DRA, MLPP

S.DS.00.02

briefly tell or retell about familiar 
experiences or interests focusing on 
basic story grammar or main ideas 
and key details.

Briefly retell about experience 
they've had or things they care 
about. 

Y Teacher 
observation

R.WS.00.07 follow familiar written text while pointing to 
matching words..

Follow written text of familiar stories 
by pointing to known words. Y 2 MLPP, teacher 

observation

R.IT.00.01

identify and describe the basic form and 
purpose of a variety of informational genre 
including environmental text, concept 
books, and picture books.

Know the difference between 
different types of informational text 
(include text they see in their world, 
picture books and books that teach 
lessons. 

Y 2 Teacher observation

Reading

 



Standard or GLCE Language                                                                                                                   Reading 
Lessons

Writing
Lessons

Students will . . . . 21 21

Quarter 1

Standard or         
GLCE #

What this means: Q 
Examples of
Formative

Assessments
Vocabulary

Essential Skills Taught throughout the Year

 

R.CM.00.02 retell up to three events from familiar text 
using their own words or phrasing.

Retell up to 3 events from a familiar 
story in their own words. Y 2 Teacher observation, 

retelling

R.WS.00.02 
recognize that words are composed of 
sounds blended together and carry 
meaning.

Recognize that words are made of 
sounds blended together and that 
words have meaning.

Y 2 MLPP, teacher 
observation

R.WS.00.03 

understand the alphabetic principle, that 
sounds in words are expressed by the 
letters of the alphabet.

Understand that sounds in words are 
represented by letters of the 
alphabet.

Y 13 10

MLPP, teacher 
observation, 
Handwriting Without 
Tears

W.HW. 00.01 Form upper and lowercase manuscript 
letters Correctly learn how to form letters 1 11

 Teacher observation, 
Handwriting Without 
Tears

Writing

 



Standard or GLCE Language                                                                                                                   Reading 
Lessons

Writing
Lessons

Students will . . . . 20 17

R.WS.00.01 
demonstrate phonemic awareness by the wide 
range of sound manipulation competencies 
including sound blending and deletion.

Change the sounds of words by 
changing letters that can make new 
words(Ex.:  hat, cat)

Y MLPP, teacher 
observation

R.WS.00.04

use grapho-phonemic (letter-sound) cues to 
recognize a few one-syllable
words when presented completely out of 
context. Begin to associate letters and sounds, 
particularly initial and final consonants.

Use letter sounds to recognize 
simple words. Y MLPP, teacher 

observation

R.WS.00.06 make progress in automatically recognizing a 
few of the 220 Dolch basic sight words.

Recognize with ease a few basic 
sight vocabulary words. Y

Teacher 
observation, DRA, 
MLPP

R.WS.00.08

narrow possibilities in predicting words using 
initial letters/sounds
(phonics), patterns of language (syntactic), and 
picture clues (semantic).

Use the first letter of words, a word 
that would make sense, or the 
picture to figure out an unknown 
word when reading.

Y
Teacher 
observation, DRA, 
MLPP

W.GN.00.01 particularly initial and fi nal consonants. Write a brief personal story using 
pictures, words, and/or sentences. Y

Teacher 
observation, writing 
prompt

W.PR.00.03

draft focused ideas using semi-phonetic 
spelling to represent narrative and informational 
text when writing, incorporating pictures, and 
drawings

Spell words based on how they 
sound when writing and add pictures 
and drawings that fit the strory.

Y
Teacher 
observation, writing 
prompt

Quarter 2

Standard or         
GLCE #

What this means: Q 
Examples of
Formative

Assessments
Vocabulary

Essential Skills Taught throughout the Year
rhyme
experiences
main idea
detail
briefly
letter/sound relationship
vowel sounds
alphabet
back cover
first name
front cover
last name
letter
lower case
parts of a book
print
sentence 
sign
symbol
title
title page
upper case
poem
predictable book
character
discussion

 
 

 

 
 

 



Standard or GLCE Language                                                                                                                   Reading 
Lessons

Writing
Lessons

Students will . . . . 20 17

Quarter 2

Standard or         
GLCE #

What this means: Q 
Examples of
Formative

Assessments
Vocabulary

Essential Skills Taught throughout the Year

 

W.HW.00.01 form upper and lowercase manuscript letters. Write upper- and lowercase letters 
correctly. Y

Teacher 
observation, DRA, 
MLPP

S.DS.00.02

briefly tell or retell about familiar 
experiences or interests focusing on basic 
story grammar or main ideas and key 
details.

Briefly retell about experience 
they've had or things they care 
about. 

Y Teacher 
observation

R.WS.00.03 

understand the alphabetic principle, that sounds 
in words are expressed by the letters of the 
alphabet.
•W.HW.00.01 form upper and lowercase 
  manuscript letters.

Understand that sounds in words are 
represented by letters of the 
alphabet.

Y 9 11

MLPP, teacher 
observation, 
Handwriting 
Without Tears

Reading/Writing

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

discussion
main character
group discussion
prewriting
take turns
conversation
guest speaker
listening skills
question

 



Standard or GLCE Language                                                                                                                   Reading 
Lessons

Writing
Lessons

Students will . . . . 20 17

Quarter 2

Standard or         
GLCE #

What this means: Q 
Examples of
Formative

Assessments
Vocabulary

Essential Skills Taught throughout the Year

 

R.FL.00.01

automatically apply the following aspects of 
fluency: naming of letters, association of letters 
and their sounds, recognition of a few words 
both when encountered in context and isolation, 
and demonstrating understanding of concepts 
of print.
 •W.HW.00.02  leave space between words
   and word-like clusters of letters.
 •W.HW.00.03  write from left to right and top 
   to bottom. 

Automatically name letters, match 
letters and  their sounds;recognize a 
few words; understand that words 
and sentences are arranged from 
left to right, top to bottom, front to 
end of books.

Y 4 2
MLPP, teacher 
observation, writing 
prompt

R.NT.00.04

identify how authors/illustrators use literary 
devices including pictures
and illustrations to support the understanding of 
settings and characters.

Know how authors use pictures to 
help the reader understand the text. Y 3 3

MLPP, teacher 
observation, writing 
prompt

L.CN.00.02 ask appropriate questions during a presentation or report. Y 2 Teacher 
observation

R.NT.00.02 
identify the basic form and purpose of a variety 
of narrative genre including stories, nursery 
rhymes, poetry, and songs.

Begin to know the difference 
between different types of texts (Ex:  
stories, nursery rhymes, poetry, 
songs)

Y 1 Teacher 
observation

Reading

 



Standard or GLCE Language                                                                                                                   Reading 
Lessons

Writing
Lessons

Students will . . . . 20 17

Quarter 2

Standard or         
GLCE #

What this means: Q 
Examples of
Formative

Assessments
Vocabulary

Essential Skills Taught throughout the Year

 

R.NT.00.03 discuss setting, characters, and events in 
narrative text.

Discuss simple story elements:  
where a story takes place, who is in 
the story,what happens in the story.

Y 1 DRA, retelling

W.PR.00.02 brainstorm to generate and structure ideas for 
narrative or informational writing.

Brainstorm ideas for stories and 
informational texts. Y 1 Teacher 

observation

W.GN.00.03
write a brief informational piece such as a page 
for a class book using drawings, words, word-
like clusters, and/or sentences.

Write facts using drawings, words 
and/or sentences. Y 1 4

Teacher 
observation, writing 
prompt

Writing

 



Standard or GLCE Language                                                                                                                   Reading 
Lessons

Writing
Lessons

Students will . . . . 21 0

R.WS.00.01 
demonstrate phonemic awareness by the wide 
range of sound manipulation competencies 
including sound blending and deletion.

Change the sounds of words by 
changing letters that can make new 
words(Ex.:  hat, cat)

Y MLPP, teacher 
observation

rhyme
experiences
main idea
detail
briefly
sight word
sentence
drawing
spell

R.WS.00.04

use grapho-phonemic (letter-sound) cues to 
recognize a few one-syllable
words when presented completely out of context. 
Begin to associate letters and sounds, particularly 
initial and final consonants.

Use letter sounds to recognize 
simple words. Y MLPP, teacher 

observation

R.WS.00.06 make progress in automatically recognizing a few 
of the 220 Dolch basic sight words.

Recognize with ease a few basic 
sight vocabulary words. Y Teacher observation, 

DRA, MLPP

R.WS.00.08

narrow possibilities in predicting words using initial 
letters/sounds
(phonics), patterns of language (syntactic), and 
picture clues (semantic).

Use the first letter of words, a word 
that would make sense, or the 
picture to figure out an unknown 
word when reading.

Y Teacher observation, 
DRA, MLPP

Vocabulary

Essential Skills Taught throughout the Year

Quarter 3

Standard or         
GLCE #

What this means: Q 
Examples of
Formative

Assessments

 



Standard or GLCE Language                                                                                                                   Reading 
Lessons

Writing
Lessons

Students will . . . . 21 0

Vocabulary

Essential Skills Taught throughout the Year

Quarter 3

Standard or         
GLCE #

What this means: Q 
Examples of
Formative

Assessments

 

W.GN.00.01 particularly initial and fi nal consonants. Write a brief personal story using 
pictures, words, and/or sentences. Y Teacher observation, 

writing prompt

W.PR.00.03
draft focused ideas using semi-phonetic spelling to 
represent narrative and informational text when 
writing, incorporating pictures, and drawings

Spell words based on how they 
sound when writing and add pictures 
and drawings that fit the strory.

Y Teacher observation, 
writing prompt

W.HW.00.01 form upper and lowercase manuscript letters. Write upper- and lowercase letters 
correctly. Y Teacher observation, 

DRA, MLPP

S.DS.00.02
briefly tell or retell about familiar experiences 
or interests focusing on basic story grammar 
or main ideas and key details.

Briefly retell about experience 
they've had or things they care 
about. 

Y Teacher 
observation

Reading
Writing

 



Standard or GLCE Language                                                                                                                   Reading 
Lessons

Writing
Lessons

Students will . . . . 11 23

R.WS.00.01 
demonstrate phonemic awareness by the wide 
range of sound manipulation competencies 
including sound blending and deletion.

Change the sounds of words by 
changing letters that can make new 
words(Ex.:  hat, cat)

Y MLPP, teacher 
observation

rhyme
experiences
main idea
detail
briefly
sight word
re-read

R.WS.00.04

use grapho-phonemic (letter-sound) cues to 
recognize a few one-syllable
words when presented completely out of context. 
Begin to associate letters and sounds, particularly 
initial and final consonants.

Use letter sounds to recognize 
simple words. Y MLPP, teacher 

observation

R.WS.00.06 make progress in automatically recognizing a few 
of the 220 Dolch basic sight words.

Recognize with ease a few basic 
sight vocabulary words. Y Teacher observation, 

DRA, MLPP

R.WS.00.08

narrow possibilities in predicting words using initial 
letters/sounds
(phonics), patterns of language (syntactic), and 
picture clues (semantic).

Use the first letter of words, a word 
that would make sense, or the 
picture to figure out an unknown 
word when reading.

Y Teacher observation, 
DRA, MLPP

W.GN.00.01 particularly initial and fi nal consonants. Write a brief personal story using 
pictures, words, and/or sentences. Y Teacher observation, 

writing prompt

W.PR.00.03
draft focused ideas using semi-phonetic spelling to 
represent narrative and informational text when 
writing, incorporating pictures, and drawings

Spell words based on how they 
sound when writing and add pictures 
and drawings that fit the strory.

Y Teacher observation, 
writing prompt

Vocabulary

Essential Skills Taught throughout the Year

Quarter 4

Standard or         
GLCE #

What this means: Q 
Examples of
Formative

Assessments

 



Standard or GLCE Language                                                                                                                   Reading 
Lessons

Writing
Lessons

Students will . . . . 11 23

Vocabulary

Essential Skills Taught throughout the Year

Quarter 4

Standard or         
GLCE #

What this means: Q 
Examples of
Formative

Assessments

 

W.HW.00.01 form upper and lowercase manuscript letters. Write upper- and lowercase letters 
correctly. Y Teacher observation, 

DRA, MLPP

S.DS.00.02
briefly tell or retell about familiar experiences 
or interests focusing on basic story grammar 
or main ideas and key details.

Briefly retell about experience 
they've had or things they care 
about. 

Y Teacher 
observation

R.WS.00.06 make progress in automatically recognizing a few 
of the 220 Dolch basic sight words.

Recognize with ease a few basic 
sight vocabulary words. 4 4 Teacher observation, 

DRA, MLPP

R.WS.00.10

in context, determine the meaning of a few words, 
familiar and repeated phrases including objects, 
actions, concepts, content vocabulary, and literary 
terms, using strategies and resources including 
picture clues, prediction, and other people.

Try to figure out the meaning of new 
words and phrases. 4 7 MLPP, teacher 

observation, DRA

W.SP.00.01
in the context of writing, correctly spell a small 
number (about 18) of frequently encountered and 
personally meaningful words.

Correctly spell about 18 words they 
see often and find meaningful. 4 6 Teacher observation, 

writing prompt

Reading

Writing

 



Standard or GLCE Language                                                                                                                   Reading 
Lessons

Writing
Lessons

Students will . . . . 11 23

Vocabulary

Essential Skills Taught throughout the Year

Quarter 4

Standard or         
GLCE #

What this means: Q 
Examples of
Formative

Assessments

 

W.SP.00.02

in the context of writing, correctly spell less 
frequently encountered words, relying on structural 
cues (beginning and simpler ending sounds) and 
environmental sources (word wall, word lists).

Use beginning and simple ending 
sounds, word lists and word wall to 
figure out how to spell more words. 

4 9 Teacher observation, 
writing prompt

W.PR.00.04
attempt to revise writing based on reading it aloud, 
requesting suggestions and
clarifications that support meaning.

Change writing after hearing it read 
aloud, based on suggestions from 
the audience.

4 8 Teacher observation, 
writing prompt
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